
 

Disciples Christian Church Cabinet Meeting 

December 3, 2017 

Present:  Joe Brown, Mary Helen Buttman, Cindy Bennett, Laurie Collins, Tim 

Collins, Mike Bouvier, Dee Lynd, Larry Cowan, Lynne Shaw, Rev Kelley Becker, 

Kevin Bennett, Carol Smith 

1. Larry Cowan opened the meeting with a prayer 

2. Laurie Collins suggested that the Youth Director be made aware that he is 

welcome to attend Cabinet Meetings so that the Cabinet can learn of Youth 

Activities. 

3. Education:  Dee Lynd reported that the children are working on a Christmas 

Program and that they will be having a Happy Birthday to Jesus Party. 

4. Worship: Laurie Collins asked that details of our Advent Worship be kept a 

surprise.  A tractor hayride is a possibility for Festival of Promise.  She said 

that Lent begins on Valentine’s Day next year so the Committee will be 

busy.  She welcomed other Commissions to contact her about integrating 

their projects into the Worship Service.  JustHope has a new Director 

Jennifer Payton.  She would like to have her speak on a 5th Sunday along 

with a JustHope fund raiser and Laurie will speak to M’liss Jenkins about 

this.  A Mission Trip to Nicaragua was discussed. 

5. Fellowship:  Cindy Bennett reported that we are hosting the Festival of 

Promise Event on December 13th.  The Choir is asked to bring special dishes. 

6. Tim Collins gave general details about the budget and sent a detailed 

Treasurer’s Report out to the Cabinet by email.  He also said that four giving 

units are now using bank to bank automatic giving. 

7. Building and Grounds:   
Joe Brown reported that the DCC Board had asked him to review our janitorial services to see if 

we might be able to reduce our costs. We have had a contract with Gilkey Cleaning Services 

since January, 2007 in the amount of $650 per month. Joe reported he had met with four 

contractors and so far has received bids from three of them. Two are below and one is above 

what we have been paying Gilkey. Based on these bids Joe is going to terminate the Gilkey 

contract at the close of business, December 31, 2017 and award the cleaning services to a 

different contractor. Due to poor work performance Gilkey was not invited to bid. 

Joe also reported that there are several security lights that need to be replaced. They will be 
replaced with LED light fixtures. He doesn't have a cost yet but estimates the savings in electricity 
will pay for them in 1 1/2 to 2 years. 
Joe also removed low hanging branches from the Bradford pear tree near the east entrance. 
They were beginning to rub on vehicles. 
Laurie Collins mentioned that cob webs needed to cleaned out from the steeple. 



8. Outreach:  Mary Helen Buttman said that the Commission will be meeting 

December 11th to agree on the budget. Faith in Action and the $300 

JustHope Partnership will be added for next year. 

Larry thanked Mary Helen for all of her excellent work. 

Rev Kelley mentioned that the Regional Church has helped to provide a 

video for the Christmas Offering. 

9. Stewardship:  Mike Bouvier reported that Jenny Downey, Financial 

Secretary, said that most pledges are up-to-date.  There was a discussion 

about asking people who have left the church to complete their pledge. 

10. Laurie asked Rev Kelley if she knows of her 2018 vacation days so that 

Worship could make their plans around them.  Kelley said that she did not 

know at this time. 

11. Rev Kelley thanked everyone for their service, but especially Mary Helen 

Buttman who will be leaving the Board/Cabinet next year.   

Kelley will be officiating at a family funeral this week. 

Kelley reported that the Circuit Bus is no longer operational due to 

finances.  The City of Bartlesville seems to be favoring Cimarron Transit.  

Joe said he counted six buses and five vans belonging to Cimarron.  They 

generally charge $3 per ride. 

12. Larry said that it was a pleasure to serve as Vice President for the past two 

years. 

13. Rev Kelley prayed us out. 

 

 

 


