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Our church is working on a community art project together. Here is the beginning 
of that work together. The sermon follows: 
 
Today is the first day of our stewardship series, Our Money Story. What I hope for 
this series is that you will hear a clear invitation to be part of DCC’s story, which is 
about so much more than money. It is about being a voice of justice and inclusion 
in our community; it is about welcoming people who have never been fully 
welcomed into a faith community; and it is about learning together and growing 
closer to God and each other. In the next few weeks, we will highlight the story 
we have written together in 2020 and imagine what 2021’s story will be like. 
 
As we do, each week, we will engage our creative selves as we work on a project 
that, we hope, in the end, will tell its own story of community and beauty. 
Together we will create a mandala mosaic. The word mandala means “circle” in 
Sanskrit. Mandalas are used for meditation and healing in traditions like 
Buddhism and Hinduism. Our mandala template is right here and each week we 
will add something to it as we reflect on the week’s theme. 
 
This week, we will add to the inner circle. The imagery in this ring is inspired by 
two stories that, hopefully, will inspire us to REMEMBER that human beings have 
been struggling with the anxiety of not having enough for a very long time, but 
God has responded to that anxiety with a message of abundance for just as long. I 
hope we will also pause to REMEMBER our own stories rooted in this anxiety of 
scarcity and recognize that God’s abundance extends to us too. Both the story of 
God providing manna for the Israelites in the desert and the story of Jesus’ last 
supper with his motley crew of disciples are stories of God’s provision in the midst 
of the messiness of life. 
 
These shapes that look like teardrops are here to remind us of the sadness of 
Judas’ betrayal, which was part of the backdrop of the last supper, as well as the 



struggle of God’s people as they suffered in the desert. The circles represent 
several things at once: the plates at the table, the coins Judas received for his 
betrayal, and the manna in the desert. The entire inner ring invites us to 
REMEMBER that doubters and betrayers are welcome at God’s table where we 
are all fed and where there is always enough.  
 
Today, each one of us will form a circle to add to this inner circle as we begin to 
bring our mosaic to life this week. I hope you all have a 12 in. pipe cleaner ready. 
Take it and hold one end in your hands and curl the tip inward like this to form a 
spiral. As I read, listen for the word, “REMEMBER.” Each time you hear it, slowly 
curl your pipe cleaner into a flat spiral. By the end of the reading, your pipe 
cleaner will look like this.  
After worship today, or sometime tomorrow, please drop your spiral at the 
church, in the basket under the portico marked “MANDALA.” If you are unable to 
drop it off, just message us and someone will pick it up at your front door.  
 
Here we go! 
The story of God calls us to remember— that creation was made good, and 
Sabbath is necessary.  
The story of God calls us to remember— that we belong to one another, we were 
created for community, to love and be loved.  
The story of God calls us to remember— that reconciliation between siblings is 
holy, and slavery of any kind is evil.  
The story of God calls us to remember— that the wilderness is real, and that God 
will be with us— raining down manna and speaking in a still, small voice.  
The story of God calls us to remember— that love looks like healing the sick, 
eating with the outcast, making room for the children, and seeing the unseen.  
The story of God calls us to remember— because if we forget, we risk making 
God, love, and reconciliation small.  
So as we remember, may we believe— in a God who made all things good, who 
stands with the ones suffering, walks with us in the wilderness, sees the 
overlooked, loves with an untamed heart, and makes room for all at God’s table. 
May we remember. 
(sanctifiedart.org) 
 
Sermon 
 



As I mentioned, we begin Our Money Story, with two stories that show the 
propensity of human beings to be driven by fear of scarcity and God’s response to 
the narrative of scarcity: abundance. These stories will invite us to REMEMBER 
God’s steadfast love and care for human beings, consistently, even in the midst of 
times of doubt and betrayal.  
 
The first story is from the book of Exodus and takes place just after the Israelites 
were liberated from Pharaoh in Egypt. They were about 2 months into their 
journey when they became disgruntled and did what many of us do when we are 
disgruntled. They complained. They complained to Moses and Aaron, even 
wondering out loud if they would have been better off back in Egypt as slaves.  
 
God heard their complaints and offered a solution:  
God provided meat in the evening, in the form of quail, and “bread from heaven” 
(manna) each morning. On the 6th day of each week, God provided enough for 
two days so they could gather food for the Sabbath as well. And there was 
enough. God told them to gather what they needed for each of their own 
households and no more.  
In Exodus 16:18, we read, 
“…those who gathered much had nothing over, and those who gathered little had 
no shortage; they gathered as much as each of them needed.” 
 
There was enough. The theme of God supplying enough is a recurring theme 
throughout the bible. In this part of God’s story, the Israelites, enslaved for 
generations, moved from an economy of fear and deprivation under Pharaoh, 
into the wilderness where life was hard in a different way. And because fear was 
all they knew it was kind of where they got stuck whenever they encountered a 
problem. In the wilderness they learned to rely on God. In this story, we see a God 
who is willing to meet the needs of the people, but who also wants to use their 
circumstances to shape them into a different kind of people and a different kind 
of community. As they gathered food that fell from the sky every day, they 
learned to trust their God and they learned to share their basic human resources 
equitably. There was enough. 
 
The second story is from the New Testament Gospel of Luke. It is the familiar 
story of Jesus’ last meal with his disciples, which we recall every week when we 
gather at the communion table. In the background of the story of that meal, is the 



story of Judas’ betrayal. The religious leaders who felt threatened by Jesus’ 
message paid Judas to tell them where they could arrest him without making a 
fuss and risking an uprising from then crowd that was following him. Nobody 
knows why Judas did what he did. Did he do it for the money? Did he do it 
because he thought Jesus, forced into a corner, would finally play his hand? It 
seems likely that whatever the reason, it was rooted in fear. Human beings cling 
to fear because we forget how the story of God’s love for us goes.  
 
The story of the last supper helps us REMEMBER because what we know is that, 
even after Judas made his deal, he sat down with Jesus and the other disciples for 
a meal. And Jesus welcomed him to the table. And he broke the bread and passed 
it around so everyone could have some. And he passed the cup around so 
everyone could have a drink. I imagine that, while they were reclining around the 
table, they talked and planned and hoped and dreamed. At the table, there was 
enough.  
 
God’s idea of enough is, of course, completely different than what human beings 
tend to think is enough. We tend to want enough for a “rainy day,” enough to 
make us feel secure, to feel like no matter what happens, we can take care of 
ourselves. In these two stories, one of desperation in the wilderness, the other of 
the betrayal of a friend, we REMEMBER that we really aren’t supposed to be 
completely independent. We are supposed to rely on God and each other.  
 
If these were the only stories we knew, we might not have any trouble believing 
that no matter what happens, there will always be enough, that it is safe to rely 
on God and reasonable to think that we can count on the equitable distribution of 
goods and the generosity of our neighbors. But we know other stories. We know 
stories of people who are hungry, people who are homeless, people who don’t 
have access to healthcare, clean water, or quality education. We know stories 
that tell us there is not enough.  
 
And some of us have lived or are living those stories. Or if we haven’t lived them 
ourselves, we have learned from the stories we have been told that there is 
reason to be afraid, reason to cling to what we have, anxiously checking our bank 
accounts and investments, afraid we won’t be able to take care of ourselves and 
the people we love. The very first money stories we take in are the ones told to 
us, in words or through actions, by our families of origin. I asked some DCC 



members to tell me what their parents taught them about money and here is 
what they said: 
 
DCC Member Video was shown in worship. Here is a brief synapsis: 
 
 
 
 
When Maria was young, her family saved aluminum cans to go see her god-parents in Europe. 
They would stay with her god-parents, but the trip was still very expensive…it was a once in a 
life time trip. It took a long time to save the money. She learned, though, that saving money 
equals a reward sometimes. 
 
Gordon’s family didn’t talk much about money, but when they did, his parents talked about 
giving 10% to the church. He remembers his Dad writing checks and paying bills on Saturday 
nights. His dad was the Treasurer of DCC for a long time, so it could have been the church bills 
he was paying.  
One time his mom did talk about money was when someone in the house (one of his siblings) 
bounced a check. She said, “You are no better than a crook if you bounce a check, that’s 
stealing.” 
 
Kris’ parents were great role models. They taught her money management, hard work, and 
generosity. Her parents allowed them to experience the joy and the logical consequences of 
money decisions. Kris still remembers the $12 she had to pay when she chose to eat the candy 
bars from her fundraiser instead of selling them. 
 
Evan’s mom used to say, “Money doesn’t grow on trees.” His dad said, “Love of money is the 
root of all evil.” They stressed independence and making their own way in the world. 
 
Drew’s family of origin didn’t have a lot of money, but he remembers learning two things from 
his parents about money: 
Taught two things: 
Do the most good with what you have. 
Give without expecting anything in return. 
It was important to give 10% to the church and when they couldn’t, they found ways to give 
back to the church, like by mowing and landscaping at the church. He is thankful for those 
lessons early in life. 
 

Saving aluminum cans for a vacation. Being too polite to talk much about money, 
until someone makes a mistake. Modeling generosity. Facing the consequences of 
“eating” our profit. Recognizing that we have more to give the world than money 
and recognizing that sometimes money isn’t what is needed. Whether we realize 



it or not, the money stories we have been told and the money stories we tell 
ourselves, affect everything. And when they are rooted in fear, that fear spills 
over into everything. We end up making decisions about our future, our family’s 
future, and even the church’s future, based on fear instead of hope. This month, 
we are going to rewire ourselves with hope for the future. 
 
This week, I invite you to think about your money story. We all have one. Is your 
money story serving you well? Is it inspiring you to be who you want to be? I 
would also ask you to think about our communal money story. What is your 
perception of DCC’s money story? If you haven’t been around very long, I would 
ask you to consider what our social media posts or our worship services say to 
you about the place of money in this community. Later this month, you will 
receive information about the budget our leaders have worked on for 2021. The 
budget is more than a bunch of number, it gives us glimpses of what we imagine 
for 2021. I hope the story it tells will inspire you to help us write it. Some would 
say that protestant churches in America tell a story of a dying church that is no 
longer relevant, of faith communities that don’t really make much difference, that 
are no different than the rest of the world that is screaming, “There is not 
enough.” DCC’s story is not that.  
 
Our stewardship theme is intentionally direct---it invites us to name exactly what 
we are talking about and not skirt around it. I know that when a minister starts to 
talk about money, there is tension in the room. That makes sense. So many of us 
were taught never to talk about money. And many of us, when we think about 
money and religion, think about mega church pastors, with fancy cars and homes. 
I get it. But it is time to reframe the conversation. Jesus talked a lot about money 
and possessions, not because they are the most important, but because this is 
where we get tripped up, this is one of the places we allow fear to creep in and 
steal our hope, as individuals and as a community.  Our money story is a spiritual 
story and because of that, it should be a story of liberation, welcome, and 
transformation.  
 
So, this week, REMEMBER your own money stories, the good, the bad, and even 
the messy.  
In the coming weeks, I hope all of us will be transformed as we  
RELEASE the bad and the messy,  



REIMAGINE a story that inspires us, and helps us in our shared ministry to 
RESTORE and heal the world.  
And REMEMBER…you are loved and you are invited to be part of this story.  
Amen. 
 


