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*Title Slide 
When we think of art, we tend to think of paintings, but for much of the 
medieval and early modern period, tapestries were the most valued 
form of artistic expression.  
*Tapestry is a form of textile art, traditionally woven on a vertical 
loom. Tapestry weaving is a technique which produces a picture built 
up in many small areas of color. Uncolored threads, called the warp, are 
covered by the colored threads, which are called the weft.  
The beauty of tapestries is in the weaving together of all of the threads, 
each one dependent on what is woven over and under and alongside it.  
 
*Here is an example of a tapestry that has been identified by experts as 
one of the most beautiful. It is part of the Holy Grail collection by 
Edward Burne Jones. The collection tells the story of Arthur, Lancelot, 
and the other Knights of the Round Table. It’s pretty spectacular. Teri 
Peterson and Amy Fetterman, authors of Who’s Got Time: Spirituality 
for a Busy Generation, compare the stories told in sacred texts, like the 
Bible, to tapestries.  
They write, “When we engage the stories from our faith traditions, we 
discover what our ancestors in the faith had to say about the big 
questions of life. We also dare to believe we can see a glimpse of what 
God has to say about these questions…When we read or hear the 
stories of our faith, we might be blessed with an “aha” moment, a 
moment where it feels as though the Holy One has reached out and 
whispered “psst, this part is for you.” Suddenly our life is woven into 
the narrative of God and God’s people…The joys feel brighter and the 
sorrows are accompanied by a compassionate community, and because 



it is sacred, because the living God is at work through this tapestry of 
heroes and heroines, failures and triumphs, lessons and mysteries, 
there’s always a thread we can follow.” 
 
“…there’s always a thread we can follow.” When we read and reflect on 
a sacred text, there is a word or phrase or life experience or feeling that 
comes to mind and gives us a new thought to think or a glimpse of what 
God is like. I don’t know how you think about the Holy Spirit, but I tend 
to see the Spirit as “the Illuminator,” the One who helps my busy mind 
and wandering heart see something new in an ancient story which still 
connects to the part of the story being written today. 
 
*Our text today highlights the importance the psalmist placed on the 
sacred texts of the Torah. “Psalm 119 takes the form of an alphabetic 
poem (an acrostic) with eight verses devoted to each of the twenty-two 
letters of the Hebrew alphabet. Each of these verses begins with a 
particular letter being highlighted, and all are treated in proper 
sequence” (James Crenshaw, The Psalms, An Introduction, p. 60). It was 
quite an undertaking, to be sure, to write a poem focused so 
completely on this writer’s love for the Torah. In fact, some of the 
verses, even in Hebrew, are quite awkward and clearly forced, from an 
artistic perspective. Imagine undertaking a similar project using the 
English alphabet and the Bible…what can I say about the Bible that 
starts with the letter X? 
 
That aside, the cool thing is that we get the idea…the psalmist’s life is 
clearly consumed with and centered around connecting to God through 
the Torah. We are at the beginning of a sermon series on spirituality for 
busy people. Throughout this series, we are going to explore some 
practices or habits that have the possibility of drawing us closer to God, 
connecting us to the Mystery, Light, Love, and Hope that is God. This 
week, we turn to the practice of reading sacred texts. For Christians, 
many of those sacred texts are found in the Bible. I believe there are 



other sacred texts. The Quran is sacred for Muslims. The Vedas are 
sacred for Hindus, and of course the Torah (included in the Hebrew 
Bible) is sacred for our Jewish brothers and sisters. In my own life, I 
have found the Sacred in texts not included in the canon: Jesus and the 
Disinherited by Howard Thurman and I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings 
by Maya Angelou come to mine. 
 
Whenever I think about sacred texts, I remember my friend Rebecca. 
She is the Rabbi in Bloomington, IL. We used to walk together several 
times a week and try to solve the problems of the world. One of the 
ways in which she has shown me over the top hospitality was by 
sharing with me the Torah scrolls in her synagogue. I loved being 
invited into that sacred space and watching her carefully unroll the 
scrolls. There is something very special about the reverence she 
demonstrated as she laid them out on the table. We stood over the first 
one and she began to read the Hebrew words. After a few minutes, she 
stopped and said, “Now you read to me.” With my best choppy 
Hebrew, I read to her. My reading was mediocre at best, but there we 
stood, connected, to each other and to God. It was a Holy Moment. 
 
The Bible, too, is sacred text. It is ours to read, to interpret, to apply, to 
consider, to learn. We have to actually read it though. Thomas 
Campbell, a Presbyterian minister and leader in the 19th century 
Restoration Movement, and father of Alexander Campbell, both among 
the founders of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) wrote, “Where 
the Bible speaks, we speak; where the Bible is silent, we are silent.” I’ve 
always seen one little hiccup in his idea…we have to truly know what 
the Bible says. We have to read it for ourselves and listen for that voice 
that says, “psst, this part is for you.”  
 
Lifeway Publishing, the publishing division of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, is one of the largest providers of religious and Christian 
resources in the world. Because it is such a big organization, they have 



money for research. Their research division polled 1000 Christians who 
say they attend church regularly. Guess what percentage of them say 
they have read the entire Bible. 11% 
*This is just slightly more than the 10% who say they have never read 
any part of the Bible. The purple part of the pie on the screen is the 
largest segment. 30% of the Christians polled say they have read 
“several passages or stories.” Given this information, it is easy to see 
why the Bible is often misquoted and used as a weapon. Rather than 
reading the Bible for ourselves, many Christians trust other people to 
tell them what it says and what to think about it. And sometimes we all 
forget the Bible is a collection of texts which, together, tell a story 
about how our ancestors understood their relationship with God, God’s 
character, God’s activity in the world, and God’s hope for the world.  
 
As we read, we consider each passage in light of its historical and 
cultural context, it’s place in the canon, and also through the lens of our 
own experiences. This is called biblical interpretation. In her book, I Am 
Malala, by Malala Yousafzai, she talks about the importance of 
interpretation with regard to her sacred text, the Quran.  
*She writes about her life and what it was like to live in Pakistan while 
the Taliban was in control. The focus of the book is her passion for 
education, specifically for girls, and the ways in which that passion 
collided with the world of the Taliban. She wrote that by the time the 
Taliban took hold, she had already finished her recitation of the Quran. 
Students were expected to recite the Quran in Arabic, without knowing 
what the words actually meant.  
 
Malala had just started working with the Islamic Studies teacher at her 
school to learn the Quran in Pashto, her native language, when the 
Taliban insisted the mainstream interpretation and translation of the 
Quran was not “proper” and it became dangerous to be found teaching 
or learning anything that was not in keeping with the extremist 
ideology of the Taliban. The people were forced to learn the Quran 



from only Taliban-approved teachers, over the radio. Malala was 
devastated. Her father, trying to comfort her said, “…you just use him 
to learn the literal meaning of the words; don’t follow his explanations 
and interpretation. Only learn what God says. His words are divine 
messages, which you are free and independent to interpret.” 
 
I believe God has “divine messages” for each of us. I believe God is still 
speaking through the sacred texts of the Bible, through each one of us, 
and through our lives. Most of us are our full of life experiences from 
which to interpret what we read. Our calendars are packed and the 
idea of adding “one more thing” does not sound like a good thing. But 
the fact that you are here today tells me you may want to know more 
about God and spending some time reading the Bible is one way to 
learn about and connect with God. And just like the silence we 
practiced last Wednesday evening, reading the Bible is a holy habit that 
we can each make our own.  
 
We are going to use a practice called lectio divina (divine reading) this 
Wednesday evening when we meet, but there are many ways to read 
and meditate on scripture. If you are new to this, I recommend the New 
Revised Standard Version (NRSV). I own two NRSV study Bibles, both of 
which I recommend: the Harper Collins Study Bible and the New 
Interpreter’s Study Bible. Both have great study notes and 
introductions to the individual books of the Bible. I also find it helpful to 
compare translations, so if you have another translation at home, don’t 
get rid of it, use it as a way of studying the nuances in the text, 
comparing them to the NRSV.  
 
If you don’t know where to start, there are a plethora of ideas on the 
internet. You can download all kinds of reading plans. Do remember 
that the Bible is not a history book, so starting at the beginning in 
Genesis and planning to read straight through to Revelation will not 
present an accurate timeline, nor will it necessarily quench a thirsty 



soul. I sometimes suggest beginning by reading a Psalm a day. The 
psalms are a great way of encouraging connection with God through 
prayer. I mentioned last week that the psalmists teach us that it’s okay 
to pour our hearts out to God, even when part of the pouring is 
criticism directed at God! 
 
* I will tell you, beginning Sunday, September 9th, I will begin preaching 
from the Narrative Lectionary. That schedule is online if you search 
“Narrative Lectionary 2018-19.” The Narrative Lectionary is a four-year 
cycle of readings. The texts follow the sweep of the biblical story, from 
Creation through the early Christian church. We find God dealing with 
the complexities of human life. Stories from the gospels vary each year, 
avoiding repetition and highlighting what is distinctive about each 
gospel’s telling of the story of Jesus. 
 
Let me end with this. Last week, I said the reason I was drawn to this 
series was that I was feeling…I think the word I used was crappy. I was 
feeling weary and sad and angry about many things going on in the 
world. In my own life, I have found scripture to be a place where I can 
go for words of comfort and inspiration. Contributing to my weariness 
are the seemingly endless ways God is misrepresented in our public 
discourse today. Politicians are citing scripture to justify mistreating 
immigrants and refugees. Some Christians use scripture to make people 
who disagree with them feel less than loved, less than whole, less than 
human. It has always seemed odd to me that Christians will use 
something that is supposed to be sacred to us, the Bible, to say or do 
things to people that are hurtful rather than holy. We have to stop 
allowing it to go unchallenged.  
 
*I invite you to read the Bible. Dust it off if you have to. Connect with 
God as you connect with the ones who have written the words, telling a 
story that is still being written today.  Join us Wednesday at 7 as we do 
just that! 

http://www.narrativelectionary.org/


 
I will leave you with one of my favorite passages, Deuteronomy 10: 17-
19:  
 
17 For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, 
mighty and awesome, who is not partial and takes no bribe, 18 who 
executes justice for the orphan and the widow, and who loves the 
strangers, providing them food and clothing. 19 You shall also love the 
stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt.  
 
Let us love one another well. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


