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I had a terrible time getting today’s sermon started on paper. I’m pretty 
sure this was because of the title I chose. I’ve talked to you before 
about the difficulty I have titling the sermon before I write it. But, in 
order to have the title in the bulletin, I need to get it to Dianne before 
Thu. at noon. You see, I read and research and think about the sermon 
all week. But it is usually Friday before I actually get it written. So, this 
week, knowing I was preaching on the final chapter in Ruth, I chose the 
title Happily Ever After. This is the part of the story where all the loose 
ends are tied up and everyone lives “happily ever after,” all is right with 
the world.  
 
That’s really want we want for our stories, isn’t it? This week, I was 
talking to a friend who mentioned that her husband does not enjoy 
movies without a “happily ever after.” I get it. And I think that’s why I 
had so much trouble getting the sermon on paper this week. The text is 
about redemption and wholeness… both of which seem illusive right 
now. A member of this church told me that she has “been around a 
long time” and she can’t remember another time in her adult life when 
things in the world just seemed so wrong. 
 
Here are some news headlines, from Friday, reporting the things that 
contribute to this sense of “wrongness” for many of us: 
Hurricane Irma Churns Toward Florida, Jose Strengthens in the Atlantic 
and Katia Heads Toward Mexico 
Equifax Data Breach: Equifax Executives Sold Stock Before Hack Reveal 
Teens Suspected of Starting Massive Wildfire in Oregon 
South Korea Expects North Korea to Launch ICBM on Saturday 
Cambodia’s Dream of Democracy is Dying 



Deadly Quake Strikes Off Mexican Coast 
DACA is Being Rescinded 
And right here in Oklahoma: 
Unsafe Infant Deaths Increase 
Bartlesville Claims Center Closing 
Bruins Coach is Suspended 
 
There is news not making headlines, but still important and 
troubling...The Circuit Bus will cease operation September 30th due to 
lack of funding, leaving hundreds of riders without reliable 
transportation to and from work, to doctor appointments, to visitations 
with children in foster care, to relapse prevention services, and even 
grocery shopping.  
 
As I sat down to write the sermon, I was asking myself, “Well, Pastor, 
where is the happily ever after?” 
 
Let’s look for it together, starting with chapter 4 of the Book of Ruth. 
Recall that last week we left the story following Ruth and Boaz’s 
intimate exchange on the threshing floor, resulting in a promise from 
Boaz to Ruth, that he would serve as the kinsman redeemer provided 
the kinsman who was more closely related to Naomi refused to do so. 
Our story continues: 
 
No sooner had Boaz gone up to the gate and sat down there than the 
next-of-kin,[a] of whom Boaz had spoken, came passing by. So Boaz said, 
“Come over, friend; sit down here.” And he went over and sat 
down. 2 Then Boaz took ten men of the elders of the city, and said, “Sit 
down here”; so they sat down. 3 He then said to the next-of-
kin,[b]“Naomi, who has come back from the country of Moab, is selling 
the parcel of land that belonged to our kinsman Elimelech. 4 So I 
thought I would tell you of it, and say: Buy it in the presence of those 
sitting here, and in the presence of the elders of my people. If you will 
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redeem it, redeem it; but if you will not, tell me, so that I may know; for 
there is no one prior to you to redeem it, and I come after you.” So he 
said, “I will redeem it.” 5 Then Boaz said, “The day you acquire the field 
from the hand of Naomi, you are also acquiring Ruth[c] the Moabite, the 
widow of the dead man, to maintain the dead man’s name on his 
inheritance.” 6 At this, the next-of-kin[d] said, “I cannot redeem it for 
myself without damaging my own inheritance. Take my right of 
redemption yourself, for I cannot redeem it.” 
7 Now this was the custom in former times in Israel concerning 
redeeming and exchanging: to confirm a transaction, the one took off a 
sandal and gave it to the other; this was the manner of attesting in 
Israel. 8 So when the next-of-kin[e] said to Boaz, “Acquire it for yourself,” 
he took off his sandal. 9 Then Boaz said to the elders and all the people, 
“Today you are witnesses that I have acquired from the hand of Naomi 
all that belonged to Elimelech and all that belonged to Chilion and 
Mahlon. 10 I have also acquired Ruth the Moabite, the wife of Mahlon, 
to be my wife, to maintain the dead man’s name on his inheritance, in 
order that the name of the dead may not be cut off from his kindred 
and from the gate of his native place; today you are witnesses.”  
 13 So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. When they came 
together, the Lord made her conceive, and she bore a son. 14 Then the 
women said to Naomi, “Blessed be the Lord, who has not left you this 
day without next-of-kin;[f] and may his name be renowned in 
Israel! 15 He shall be to you a restorer of life and a nourisher of your old 
age; for your daughter-in-law who loves you, who is more to you than 
seven sons, has borne him.” 16 Then Naomi took the child and laid him 
in her bosom, and became his nurse. 17 The women of the 
neighborhood gave him a name, saying, “A son has been born to 
Naomi.” They named him Obed; he became the father of Jesse, the 
father of David. 
 
And they lived happily ever after… 
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In the story, Boaz went to the city gate, which was the most public 
place to be. We, as the readers, are not surprised that the relative Boaz 
went there to see happens by just as he sat down to wait for him. This 
is not the first time in the story just the right scene has been set, with 
just the right people, producing exactly the desired outcome. In front of 
city leaders, he offered the relative the opportunity to secure 
Elimelech’s land and he accepted. Boaz strategically withheld one little 
piece of information. The land comes with a Moabite widow.  
 
This part of the story reminds me of how my husband describes 
backyard pool ownership. At first blush, it sounds great. Who doesn’t 
want a pool? Who doesn’t want to spend every Saturday and Sunday 
afternoon floating in the pool, relaxing, getting a great tan? It’s not 
until you buy it, you realize how much work there is and how expensive 
it is to own a pool. They never mention that in the real estate listing or 
marketing for pool installation.  
 
Anyway, “Buy a piece of land, get a woman free…also, she wants to 
have a boy baby so he can inherit the land from you.” At that, the 
relative, said, “I’m out,” and gave Boaz his sandal. Scholars have a 
variety of opinions on this weird tradition, but let’s consider it a 
handshake.  
 
Boaz got the land, married the girl, had the baby boy, and secured 
Naomi and Ruth’s future. Let us not forget, though, that while Boaz 
redeemed Ruth according to the rule of the society in which they lived, 
it was the ones who were vulnerable, the women, who were the real 
redeemers of the system itself.  It was Naomi who suggested Ruth go to 
the threshing floor in the dark that night. It was Ruth who pressed the 
system to its limits and beyond. Boaz was not technically bound to 
marry her, nor did he attempt to, until Ruth pursued more than what 
the law demanded. Ruth and Naomi coaxed the system into being more 



than it was, better than it was. Because finally, the system worked for 
the ones who were oppressed. 
 
Naomi and Ruth, once vulnerable, unattached women, in a world 
whose social system was not designed to benefit them, used the 
system to create a whole new life for themselves. This action on behalf 
of one another, can be understood as a sign of God’s power at work in 
them and, by extension, in the world. As I think about systems 
benefiting the ones who are most vulnerable, and the fact that Ruth 
was a foreigner in Judah, I can’t help but consider how the immigration 
system in this country works against the vulnerable people who have 
come here, looking for safety and security.  
 
I think about how it must feel for young people, the ages of my own 
children, to fear being deported to a “land of origin” they don’t 
remember or have never even been to. How does it feel to have lived 
here your whole life and be told this is not your home? I believe those 
of us who do not have to fear these things have a responsibility to 
create a system that works, and to use everything at our disposal to 
make the current system work for our neighbors who are afraid. I 
support sanctuary cities and sanctuary churches. If the most vulnerable 
among us cannot find safety in the church, why are we even here?  
 
A friend of mine posted this on Facebook a couple weeks ago and I was 
reminded of it this week as I grieved with our immigrant brothers and 
sisters a the reversal of DACA: 
If I have anything to do with it, 
My very life will be a shelter for every weary wanderer. 
It will feel like a well-worn sweater, smell like fresh baked bread, and it 
will sound like the one thing we become wayfarers only to hear, 
“Here you are wanted. Welcome home.” 
The Book of Ruth tells the story of that kind of life. 



It turns life upside down. The whole world is made new again, the 
world moves from cruel to comfortable. Relationships have been 
righted. The outcasts have been taken in. The lowly have been raised 
up. A new generation of men---represented by a boy-child---comes to 
inherit the world where women are its co-creators. In Ruth, we get a 
glimpse into God’s world and are reminded, once again, that it often 
runs contrary to ours. 
 
And for me this week, that is where I found the glimmer of “happily 
ever after.” It was in the women who drove the course of this 
redemption. Women who plotted the liaison between Ruth and Boaz. 
Women who initiated relationship. In the end, it is the women of 
Bethlehem who credit Ruth, not Boaz, with Naomi’s salvation. And 
finally, women name the baby---something that never happens in that 
patriarchal world. Then, in a final gesture, Ruth handed the baby to 
Naomi, not Boaz. It was Naomi’s journey from death to life, from 
foreign land to home, from homelessness to homecoming that made 
this new birth of a new generation possible in the midst of barrenness.  
 
And it is in a Moabite, the lowest of the low, the woman without any 
status at all, out of whose line the greatest king of Israel shall come. 
The very people the Torah curses because of their rejection of Israel in 
the past, become, through a woman, its future. The point is this: There 
is no one in whom God does not work. 
 
There it is again, a glimmer of “happily ever after.” There is nobody who 
is outside God’s reach. Yes, friends, happily ever after starts right here. 
Yes, there are horrible things happening all over the world, in our 
nation, even in this community. But this romantic comedy of a story 
reminds us that, even the most vulnerable among us have power, 
incredible power to change the world. It reminds us that “will not let 
you go love” matters.  
 



None of the things happening in the world can be solved with a prince 
riding in on a white horse, but I believe all of us have the power to ease 
the suffering of others. We have the power to redeem broken lives, our 
own and the lives of our neighbors. The Book of Ruth shows us that 
redemption comes through relationships with other people. It comes 
from our identity as children of God. It comes because of God’s “will 
not let you go love” for us, which is demonstrated every single day in 
the lives of people just like you and just like me. Amen. 
 
 
 
 


