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Children’s Sermon Scripture 
On the day the Lord God made earth and sky— 5 before any wild plants appeared 
on the earth, and before any field crops grew, because the Lord God hadn’t yet 
sent rain on the earth and there was still no human being to farm the fertile 
land, 6 though a stream rose from the earth and watered all of the fertile 
land— 7 the Lord God formed the human from the topsoil of the fertile land and 
blew life’s breath into his nostrils. The human came to life. 8 The Lord God planted 
a garden in Eden in the east and put there the human he had formed.  
 
This story seems to tell us that God created us for a very specific purpose. 
Playdough…imagine you are God. Create a being for a specific purpose. 
 
Sermon 
*TITLE SLIDE 
We are at the beginning.  
…the beginning of another school year, fresh notebooks and new ways of learning 
for many students.  
…the beginning of fall and everything that comes with it, pumpkin spice, 
homecoming, football, and sweatshirt weather.  
…the beginning of the hard push toward an election, debates, polls, and pundits. 
You may be on the cusp of other important beginnings in your life, some that you 
have planned for, others forced on you due to illness or circumstances you can’t 
control, or and other may be a delightful surprise. Life is full of beginnings, large 
and small, and I believe there are things for us to learn from them, about 
ourselves, each other, God, and the world, along the way. 
 
As a faith community, we are at a beginning today, a beginning I hope will result 
in learning for all of us. This morning, we are beginning another cycle of the 
Narrative Lectionary which is the schedule of scripture readings I use to provide 
structure to our time together in worship. The Narrative Lectionary is a 4-year 
cycle that always begins with the early chapters of Genesis, moves through the 
stories of Israel’s early history, the exodus, the kings, prophets, exile and return. 



From Christmas to Easter there is sustained reading of one of the four New 
Testament gospels (this year it is Luke), and after Easter, texts are chosen from 
Acts and letters attributed to Paul. Each year is completely different and each 
year is meant to tell the over-arching story of God and God’s people. Without the 
lectionary cycle, there is the danger a preacher might avoid preaching from texts 
that are hard for us to hear or a challenge to preach. But what would be the fun in 
that? 
 
Every year, on the Sunday after Labor Day, the story begins again, often with part 
of one of the two creation stories in the Bible. Both of the creation stories are 
myths influenced by other near eastern traditions, handed down orally. These 
stories are not meant to be interpreted literally. They have important truth to 
teach us, but rather than using historical, hard and fast facts, they use metaphor 
and ancient tradition to get their message across.  
 
The first creation story is found in Genesis 1 and spills over into chapter 2 by a few 
verses. It begins fittingly with, “In the beginning…” and it is a BIG story. In it, God 
created on a large scale, bringing order to chaos in just 6 days. In a world of 
complete darkness, all of a sudden there was light. In a world of nothingness, 
there was suddenly everything. Think of this story as the summer blockbuster of 
the creation stories, with spectacular special effects and a loud, dramatic sound 
track.  
 
In Genesis 2 and 3, though, there is another creation story. I read part of it when I 
talked to the young people. This creation story is less like a blockbuster and more 
like a small budget documentary, with its intimate details of God forming the very 
first human being from the dust of the ground. Here is part of filmmaker Evelyn 
Jane Ross’ interpretation of this part of the story. 
*VIDEO (00:45-END) 
 
 
I love two things about Ross’ interpretation. First, at times it seems like the one 
being created and the Creator are working together. It reminds me of how I’ve 
heard artists talk about working with their canvas and paint or clay and potter’s 
wheel, rather than doing something to it. And, while the biblical narrative gives us 
the sense that the human was created in kind of a once and done action, the film 
depicts a process, forming and reforming the created one. As we move along in 



the Narrative Lectionary cycle, we will see, in the interactions between God and 
human beings, a pattern of God working with the people as they become who 
God created them to be. 
 
God formed Adam (adam: Hebrew for ground), made Adam a living being 
(Hebrew: nephesh) by blowing the breath of life (Hebrew: ruach) into Adam. Once 
animated, God placed this newly created being in the garden, giving these specific 
instructions: Till and keep the garden (there’s Adam’s purpose) and eat from any 
tree you like, except the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. God soon 
realized Adam needed companionship and, after creating all the animals, God 
soon realized none of them was a suitable companion for Adam. That is when 
God, by splitting Adam in two, created “ish,” which is Hebrew for woman. Only 
now there is a man and woman. Until this point, there was a genderless human. 
I’ve mentioned before that an interpretation of God splitting Adam in half is more 
faithful to the original Hebrew than an interpretation of God plucking a rib from 
Adam to create the woman. And I think this interpretation helps us think about 
the importance of equity from the beginning.  
 
Everything went pretty well with these two humans in the garden with what God 
had created until one day… 
This is Genesis 3:1-10: 
*SLIDE 
Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God 
had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree 
in the garden’?” 2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the 
trees in the garden; 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is 
in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’” 4 But the 
serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; 5 for God knows that when you eat 
of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and 
evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a 
delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she 
took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with 
her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they 
were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for 
themselves. 
8 They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the 
evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of 



the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man, 
and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 He said, “I heard the sound of you in the 
garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.”  
 
Let me speak first to one of the ways this story has been misused. We’ve all heard 
it…the woman took a bite of the apple and ruined everything for all of us. Not so 
fast. I have to point out, nobody said anything about an apple. And, more 
importantly, the text says, “she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some 
to her husband, who was with her, and he ate.” He. Was. Standing. Right. There. 
This first act of disobedience was collaborative. Adam, who was the one who 
actually received the instructions from God not to eat from this tree, ate from the 
tree with the woman. The woman did not just hand Adam a piece of fruit which 
he unknowingly tasted. She did not tempt him with her beauty or whatever. He 
was right there, listening to the serpent, knowing full well what he was doing. So, 
let’s not use the story to blame women for all the things.  
 
In the Christian tradition, this story has been interpreted quite literally by many of 
us. It’s been used to talk about original sin and how human beings invited sin and 
evil, which cause suffering, into the world through this act of disobedience, 
condemning all of humanity. Sin is the problem, the Church says, and Christ’s 
sacrifice on the cross is the answer, the only thing that can save us from eternal 
suffering. Here’s the thing, though; as I said earlier, this text contains truth, but 
not historical facts. There was no physical tree of the knowledge of good and evil, 
there was no talking serpent, and honestly, we have no idea what the first act of 
disobedience was, but we know human beings well enough to know that 
disobedience to the ways of God probably came along fairly early in our history.  
 
Certainly, some of you may believe something different (and, as always, that’s 
okay), but I don’t believe the truth in this story is that we have been doomed from 
the beginning. I think the truth is found when we remember why people use 
stories. We use them to make sense of our lives and the world around us. It 
seems to me that this story is an ancient attempt to explain why evil exists in the 
world…a question I still get asked today. And the answer is, human beings, rather 
than choosing to be humans following God’s ways, sometimes choose to try to be 
our own god and make up our own way. In the story, these first human beings 
didn’t eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil because they were 
hungry. They had plenty to eat. They ate from it because, even though they were 



surrounded by abundance, they wanted more. They wanted to be like God 
instead of being who they were meant to be: animated lumps of clay, human 
beings, completely dependent on God’s generosity.  
 
And what happened? Immediately the “I am not enough,” switch was turned on. 
All of a sudden being naked was bad, so they covered themselves and hid from 
their Creator. They hid from the One who formed them from the ground, who 
blew the very breath of life into them. This act of disobedience cost them. Their 
relationship with God changed. Their relationship with the earth changed. Their 
relationship with each other and even how they saw themselves changed. These 
first human beings were instantly ashamed of who they were. They didn’t think 
they were enough, even in the eyes of the One who created them.  
 
And that’s a problem. When we live in a state of always feeling like we should be 
more and do more, and we never seem to hit the mark or measure up, it results in 
alienation. I am not saying it’s bad to grow and learn and become. I am saying 
constant restlessness, never being settled into who we were created to be, stops 
us from seeing and finding our place in the world. This story seems to be saying 
that human beings were enough when we were just taking care of what God had 
provided. We have a place in creation because we were created by God. When we 
were the gardeners, the tenders of the other living things, we were enough for 
God, we were where we belonged, doing what we were created to do. We had it 
all, but we were tempted to be more than we were.  
 
I realize this kind of sounds like a story of failure in epic proportions. But the truth 
is, that garden was never going to work. There was always going to be the tree 
with the potential to cause a problem. If this story was a movie, every time the 
tree was in the camera shot, foreboding music would play. And the serpent was 
always going to cause a problem and it probably had that villain laugh (mwa-ha-
ha). Even in this idyllic place, there was fracture, there was trouble bubbling 
under the surface. So, I don’t see epic failure in the story, I see hope. There is 
hope because this, dear ones, is not where the story of God ends. This is only the 
beginning. This is Genesis. 
 
As we read the stories in Genesis the next few weeks, we will see how, at every 
turn, God works with human beings, responding to the choices made, continuing 
to create. And that is why I love the imagery of God as a potter, forming and 



reforming all the time. Wherever you are on your journey, whatever you are 
beginning or ending, know that God is still creating and you, right now today, 
don’t have to be more than you were created to be. You were created, I was 
created, we were all created to be caretakers of each other and of this world. 
Let’s just be and do that. Amen. 
 
 


