
October 2, 2017 Disciples Christian Church Board Meeting 

 

Present:  Kay Bjornen, Larry Cowan, Tim and Laurie Collins, Lynne Shaw, Joe Brown, Mike Bouvier, Mary 

Helen Buttman, Dee Lynd, Cindy Bennett, Sandra Skinner and the Rev Kelley Becker 

 

1. Kay Bjornen opened the meeting with a reading from the James I. 

2. Tim Collins moved that the $231,627 recommended budget be approved.  Kay seconded the 

motion.  (This procedure meant that discussion would be in the form of an amendment to the 

proposition).  After the Pledge Drive it is possible to amend this proposal.   

3. Kelley Becker mentioned that our 10% giving as a church to Outreach as been a DCC tradition 

and reflects our Core Values.  Family Promise is funded by a yearly fund raiser.  Just-Hope 

Partnership has not been included in the new Budget.  Interpretation of the 10% is debatable as 

to whether this is 10% of income or budget.  This proposal raises Outreach funding being raised 

from $18,7676 to $22,000 reflecting the higher Budget Request. 

4. A van maintenance projected cost of $1000 was added to Administration. 

5. The 2018 insurance quotes are not yet available.  Lynne Shaw moved and Joe Brown seconded 

to lower the estimated cost of Workers Compensation Insurance be reduced to $1400 which 

was believed to be sufficient. 

6. The employee compensation recommendation is to be the same as 2017 with the exception of 

a $1000 addition for merit bonuses.  Lynne Shaw moved and Sandra Skinner seconded a motion 

to award a $1000 raise to the Administrative Assistant.  The motion failed. 

7. Laurie Collins moved and Lynne Shaw seconded to have a contingency of $12,000 which has 

traditionally been $1000/month.  The motion passed. 

8. Tim Collins reported that our expenses as of the end of August were 72% of Budget  and they 

should be at 66%.  The Congregational giving needs to increase by 20% in order to pay for the 

new budget that represents a $36,000 increase.  The Church has funds in various accounts 

totaling $39,000. 

9. Comments were made to present the “Big Picture” at the next Congregation Meeting.  Lynne 

Shaw requested that we know the number of active members.  The meeting on October 8th is to 

approve the 2018 Budget.  Once a Budget is approved, Budget funding will move forward. 

10. Joe Brown called the question to accept the proposed budget as amended.   The motion passed 

with one opposed. 

11. Larry Cowan presented the slate of Officers from the Nominating Committee. (See separate 

sheet) Tim Collins being Treasurer for another year will need Congregational approval to 

suspend the Constitution.  Larry moved and Dee Lynd seconded to recommend Tim Collins 

serving another year.  The vote was unanimous in favor.  Larry Cowan moved and Joe Brown 

seconded to accept the Slate. The motion carried unanimously. 

12. Lynne Shaw moved and Larry Cowan seconded a motion that the Disciples Christian Church van 

be used to provide City Circuit rides free of charge as part of our Church Ministry. The motion 

passed unanimously.   

13. Lynne Shaw passed out a list of proposed constitution changes from the Constitution 

Committee.  Everyone was asked to review the proposal and contact a committee member for 

desired changes. 



14. Joe Brown reported that the Deacons are confused about how to handle the Sunday offering.  

Kelley Becker said that the change was made to exempt the Elders from counting money.  The 

main new requirement is to have two Deacons count only the cash and put the entire offering 

in the safe until the total amount will be counted on Monday.  Laurie said that any two deacons 

can count the cash.  Kelley and Tim will review and clarify the situation. 

15. The Rev. Kelley Becker prayed us out. 

 

  Respectfully submitted, 

  Lynne Shaw, Recording Secretary 

 


