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I do not enjoy camping. I mean…I like some of the elements of camping, 
but the “roughing it” part is extremely unappealing to me. I don’t like 
sleeping on beds that many other people have slept on. I don’t like to 
shower in showers with low water pressure. I don’t like mosquitos, 
although, for the most part, they seem to prefer to bite other people. I 
like an orderly life and camping, especially church camping, is not 
particularly orderly. There are messes and dirt and campers that stay 
up way past my bedtime. 
 
But, I do like spending most of the day outside, especially when 
compared with spending a perfectly sunny day in my office. I like “camp 
food,” like hot dogs and s’mores. I like not feeling like I have to do my 
hair or put on make-up. I like sitting around a campfire at night, singing 
Kum ba Yah and looking up at the stars in the sky not polluted by city 
lights. Most of all, I like the sense of community and the relationships 
that are formed at camp. I like having time with young people, out of 
their element, away from their parents and the stress of being a 
teenager in 2019. 
 
Camp has an easy-going rhythm about it. We are there to build 
relationships, to get to know each other, to love and be loved. Don’t get 
me wrong, there is curriculum and a plan. The other directors and I 
have spent months on those things, but really, the curriculum and the 
schedule and all the planning are only vehicles that allow us to spend 
time together in community. And there are times when it is truly 
sacred.  
 



In so many cases, church camp is where young people discover some 
really wonderful things about themselves. They discover they can 
spend a week away from home, away from televisions, computers, and 
cell phones. They learn they can keep track of their own belongings and 
make their own choices. They learn that scary things, like zip-lining, 
rock climbing, and telling the truth about themselves, aren’t as scary 
when they are surrounded by love and acceptance. And they discover 
that their peers, and even adults, have the same questions they do 
about all kinds of things, but especially about God. 
 
In today’s text, Paul answers one of the questions I have been asked by 
young people over the years, “If God is going to forgive every wrong 
thing I do, can I just do whatever I want?” Listen up, friends! The 
answer is a resounding NO! In fact, one commentator I read this week 
translated Paul’s response, “Hell no!” A friend of mine who is a minister 
told me a story about her 8-year-old son, Jared. The family was rushing 
around one morning, trying to get ready for school and work. Jared 
went to the kitchen to pour himself a bowl of cereal. In the process of 
pouring the milk over the cereal, his hand slipped and nearly the whole 
gallon of milk spilled all over the floor. Jared was understandably very 
upset. 
 
He felt terrible that he had made such a mess, especially since the 
whole family was in a hurry to get out the door. My friend dropped 
everything she was doing to help Jared clean up the mess, all the while 
telling Jared it was okay, everyone has accidents. Milk is replaceable 
and floors can be cleaned. When the two of them were finished 
cleaning up the spilled milk, she looked at Jared and said, “Look! The 
floor looks better than it did before you spilled the milk.” To which 
Jared replied, “Maybe I should spill milk every day!”  
 



In Romans 6, after spending all of chapter 5 expounding on the depth of 
God’s grace for all people, even going so far as to say, “…but where sin 
increased, grace abounded all the more…”  
Paul writes: 
6 What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in order that 
grace may abound? 2 By no means! How can we who died to sin go on 
living in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we have 
been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in 
newness of life. 
5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will 
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that 
our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be 
destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For whoever 
has died is freed from sin. 8 But if we have died with Christ, we believe 
that we will also live with him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised from 
the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over 
him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he 
lives, he lives to God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to 
sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
12 Therefore, do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to 
make you obey their passions. 13 No longer present your members to 
sin as instruments[a] of wickedness, but present yourselves to God as 
those who have been brought from death to life, and present your 
members to God as instruments[b] of righteousness. 14 For sin will have 
no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace. 
 
I wonder if the metaphor Paul used in this text hits you the way it hits 
me. To my 21st century, American ears, brain, and heart, using slavery 
as a theological image is really offensive in light of what history has 
taught us about the violence inflicted on millions of people in all times 
and places, but certainly within the framework of this country. “Paul 
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describes sin as a slave owner that oppresses and exploits those who 
are held captive under its rule. He compares those who sin with slaves 
who voluntarily surrender their freedom. Further, the text expands the 
metaphor to suggest that people must choose between two kinds of 
slavery, a slave of sin or a slave of righteousness. The section ends by 
comparing the ‘wages’ paid by the masters. Sin pays with death, while 
righteousness pays with life.” (Pablo Jimenz, Preaching God’s 
Transforming Justice: A Lectionary Commentary, Year A, p. 307) 
 
So, first, we have to remember, Paul wrote this in a very different time 
and place. But it is also helpful for us to understand that for Paul 
baptism is connected to the Israelites’ liberation from Pharaoh. As 
Israel once labored under Pharaoh (as slaves), so humanity labored 
under the bondage of sin. As Pharaoh’s power was broken when Israel 
passed through the waters of the Red Sea, so sin’s power over us was 
broken when we passed through the waters of baptism. Israel came 
through the water into the wilderness---a place where Pharaoh no 
longer held power over then and where God traveled with them, but 
they still had not reached the promised land. Similarly, according to 
Paul, we move through the waters of baptism into a place in our lives 
where sin no longer has dominion, where God is with us, and where the 
fullness of life is still to come. 
 
Paul talks about baptism as a turning point at which we are given a new 
identity, transformed so that “we too might walk in the newness of 
life.” When I talk to people about baptism, I tell them it is not the 
ending of a journey. Although, sometimes we see that in the church. 
Young people participate in the pastor’s class or, in other traditions, 
confirmation class, they get baptized or confirmed, and they, and their 
families disappear as if they had checked something off of a life “to-do” 
list.  
 



Baptism, though, is the beginning of something new. This something 
new is not a perfect life where we will never be tempted to sin and 
never be affected by the sin of others. Instead it is the beginning of a 
life empowered to resist brokenness. It is our acceptance of the call to 
join in the work of repairing the world one broken piece at a time. 
Baptism is a symbol of liberation from sin’s hold on us, leaving us free 
to truly live. If sin is defined by broken relationships between God and 
humanity and within the human family, then the absence of sin is 
characterized by reconciled relationships and the peace, justice, and 
love that is inherent in such relationships.  
 
These are the kind of relationships; this is the kind of community we try 
to model and create for young people at camp. This year’s curriculum is 
called Peaceworks and is focused on the ways in which we can bring 
about peace in our world through hospitality, community, peaceful 
actions, and inclusion. I’m going to be honest, though, two weeks after 
camp, probably most of the campers will have forgotten the Bible 
stories we talk about. Most of them won’t remember what they did 
each day during their small group time. And I will be saying tweetable, 
wise things all week which they will not remember.  
 
But what they will remember is that, at camp, people had time to listen 
to them. At camp, adults swam with them and tried to answer their 
questions and laugh at their jokes. At camp, they were encouraged to 
have fun and nobody cared who won, so when you dropped the ball or 
forgot what you were saying, it was okay. At camp, people talked about 
God in many different ways and nobody was ever told they were 
wrong. So, maybe they will remember these are the ways of peace. 
Listening, learning, laughing, and loving. That’s enough. And it’s enough 
for us too. Amen. 
 
 
 


