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*Title Slide 
When I was in junior high, the school I attended was right next to a city 
park that had a pool. The exceptional thing about this particular pool 
was that in the winter time, it had a dome over it, making it accessible 
for swimming during the winter months. So, at some point every school 
year, our PE teacher would announce, “Next week we start our aquatics 
unit.” And each year, that announcement was met with loud cheers by 
part of the class and groans of misery from the others. I was firmly 
among the miserable groaner group. I can remember walking back to 
the school after swimming and there being icicles in my hair by the time 
I got back to the school. It was dreadful! 
 
There are a lot of things in life that are good news to some people and 
bad news to others. I’ve noticed here in Oklahoma, more so than in 
Illinois, the forecast of snow receives quite a divided response. Some 
people are like, “Yes, let it snow, let it snow, let it snow!” And the more 
reasonable among us hope the weather man or woman is wrong 
altogether. Politicians make announcements all the time that are met 
with both intense approval and strong condemnation.  
 
These differences of opinion are based entirely on who you are and 
what your perspective is. The same was true in Jesus’ day. He said 
things that were music to some of his listeners’ ears, and really, really 
bad news to others. Today’s text is a parable, and like other parables, 
seems to be good news for some and bad news for others.  
 



*24 He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may 
be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field; 25 but while 
everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the 
wheat, and then went away. 26 So when the plants came up and bore 
grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27 And the slaves of the 
householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed 
in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28 He 
answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do 
you want us to go and gather them?’ 29 But he replied, ‘No; for in 
gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. 30 Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at 
harvest time I will tell the reapers, ‘Collect the weeds first and bind 
them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’” 
 
A lot has happened between the end of the Sermon on the Mount 
where we were last week and today’s story. Jesus came down from the 
mountain and crowds followed him. Matthew pieced together a 
collection of ten miracles, recalling the ten miracles of Moses while in 
Egypt. After the miracles, Jesus sent the twelve disciples out while he 
continued to teach the crowds in various cities himself. On one 
occasion, he was sitting by the Sea of Galilee and a crowd gathered, so 
many that Jesus got in a boat and from there began to tell them stories.  
 
The story of the wheat and weeds was one of the stories he told. This 
parable has several of the characteristics of stories that scholars 
describe as typical of authentic Jesus stories. Jesus told this story about 
ordinary things, rooted in his audience’s lived experiences. His original 
listeners, and Matthew’s audience a generation later, would have been 
very familiar with planting and harvesting and the effect weeds have on 
a field. The traditional interpretation of this story proclaims good news 
for some and bad news for others. And in many respects, the listeners 
(even us) are left a little confused, trying to figure out who is who in the 
story. 



 
I’ve heard that the more work a story requires of the audience, the 
more effective the story is. This one requires some work. We like to 
cast ourselves as the good guys, right? So, naturally, we assume we are 
the wheat. But who are the weeds? How will we recognize them? Are 
there weeds among us right now? The story makes it sound like we are 
surrounded by them, just waiting for their chance to overtake us. This 
interpretation sets up the classic “us” against “them” dilemma. 
 
Matthew’s explanation of the parable later in the chapter does nothing 
to change that notion.  While it is written as if Jesus was explaining the 
parable, it is likely an addition by Matthew, probably never said by 
Jesus. Remember…he was a master storyteller. He liked his audience to 
have to think, he wasn’t one for spoon feeding a message. This is how 
Matthew explains the parable: 
  
37 He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of 
Man; 38 the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the 
kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39 and the enemy 
who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the 
reapers are angels. 40 Just as the weeds are collected and burned up 
with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and 
all evildoers, 42 and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will 
shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with 
ears[g]listen! 
 
This explanation bolsters our “us” against “them,” almost paranoid 
attitude. Who are the weeds?!!!! Let’s not lose sight of them as they 
would like nothing better than to take us down!  
And this is why context is so important. The author of Matthew was 
trying to keep a community of Jewish people together. They were 
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among people, both other Jews and Romans, who disagreed with the 
beliefs he was trying to instill in his community, specifically that Jesus 
was the Messiah. From Matthew’s perspective, the people must see 
that there was no gray area. There were people who believed and did 
the right things…and all the others. I think, if we are really interested in 
bringing about the kin-dom of God in this day, our interpretation of this 
parable has to change. We don’t need more “us” against “them.” 
 
 
Father Martin Bell, an Episcopal priest and author, suggests that rather 
than assuming that some of us are wheat and the rest are weeds, we 
consider that we are, ourselves, the field and that both wheat and 
weeds grow in each of us. Bell’s interpretation seems to fit with Martin 
Luther’s description of us as “simultaneously saint and sinner.” In other 
words, we are both kin-dom builders and kin-dom destroyers.  
 
This is one of the reasons that, when people join the church, I remind 
the new member, and all of us, that we will disappoint each other 
sometimes. I will say things from the pulpit or in my column in the 
newspaper that you don’t agree with or that disappoint you. Depending 
on where you are sitting, the person next to you may behave badly at 
some point. There are times we will be tempted to walk away from 
each other, but I hope instead of doing that, we will remember that 
there is more to each of us, more to all of us, collectively, than any one 
moment or situation can capture. Here’s an example: 
 
Have you heard about the Tulsa County employee who has been 
accused of being tied to the KKK? Understandably, many people are 
upset and some people are calling for the county to fire this employee, 
although people who know the law are saying legally that is not an 
option. In response to this discussion, a friend of mine in Tulsa posted 
her thoughts. She wrote: 



“I don’t support calls to fire a county employee who belongs to the KKK. 
Are her apparent beliefs abhorrent to me? Of course. But as someone 
who can be fired in 30 states solely because I am a lesbian, I believe 
that people should be fired (or not) based on merit. I have worked with 
many good people whose personal and political beliefs could not have 
been more different from my own. But they were great reporters, 
editors, photographers, designers, co-workers. If this woman’s bigotry 
isn’t seeping into her job performance, leave her alone. Slippery slopes 
can trip us ALL.” 
 
This post began a firestorm of criticism directed at my friend and the 
non-profit organization on whose Board she serves. One person was so 
upset by the post that she staged a protest at the non-profit, videoing 
herself inside the facility tearing the place up, engaging the employees, 
and sharing her own opinions regarding the county employee, the post 
my friend wrote, and the non-profit in which she was broadcasting. 
Many, many people weighed in on the situation on social media, 
including me and Josh Linton, our youth director. 
 
Josh and I have different perspectives on this situation and, in fact, 
hope to find a way in the near future to talk about our different 
perspectives in a way that opens conversation in this community. The 
conversation has to be about racism, justice, power, privilege, and 
protest. Many people of color and members of the LGBTQ+ community 
thought the post wrongly compared being a lesbian (which is not a 
choice) to aligning with the KKK (which is a choice, a horrible one). 
Many people criticized the person who made a mess of the non-profit’s 
facility. There was no shortage of opinions and nasty social media 
exchanges.  
 
The whole experience made me very sad, especially since my friend has 
been a tireless advocate for equality, especially for the LGBTQ+ 
community. She has used her position of significant influence for justice 



and to give voice to discrimination of all kinds in Oklahoma. She is 
smart, compassionate, and cares deeply about all marginalized 
communities.  
Yesterday, she posted an apology. Here is what she said: 
“Three nights ago, I unintentionally hurt people I care about. I wrote a 
Facebook post that was harmful. I was so focused on the factual 
context of the post that I completely and inexcusably failed to take into 
account how that post would harm my friends and others, especially 
people of color. I deeply regret that. One lesson I learned from this 
experience is that you can be right and still be absolutely wrong. To 
those I hurt, I am sorry. I will work harder to remember the impact of 
my words before I say or write them.” 
 
“…you can be right and still be absolutely wrong.” Maybe this is why 
the farmer in the parable didn’t want to risk having the servants pull 
the weeds. What if they were wrong? Who are those servants anyway? 
This brings me to another possible interpretation of our parable. You 
may have noticed that when Matthew explained Jesus’ parable, he 
didn’t mention the servants.  
The sower is the Son of Man. The enemy is the evil one. The reapers are 
the angels. The good seed is the children of God. The weeds are the 
children of the evil one. The harvest is the end of the age where, 
according to Matthew, the righteous and the wicked will be separated. 
But there is no mention of the servants. Who are they supposed to be?  
 
We know their job is to tend the field until the harvest. We know they 
are not the harvesters. Dr. Robert Williamson, Assoc. Professor of 
Religious Studies at Hendrix College suggests that the servants are 
Jesus’ disciples. They are the followers of Jesus, they are the leaders of 
the Christian community, they are us. He writes, “Surprisingly, the 
servants are tasked with tending to the entire field—not simply the 
children of God but also the children of the evil one! The servants want 
to go through the field, plucking out the weeds and tending only to the 



wheat. But the master doesn’t trust that they can pluck the weeds 
without also damaging the good plants. So, too, we in the church can 
become obsessed with the purity of our own fields. We too easily find 
ourselves trying to root out the wicked from the righteous. We pretend 
to be purveyors of judgment, wielding our sickles with the confidence 
of harvesters when we are, in fact, merely field hands. Like those 
servants, when we try to pluck out the weeds among us, we do damage 
to the good seed, as well. Rather than plucking weeds, the servants’ job 
is to help the whole field grow. They are to water the whole field. They 
are to fertilize the weeds right along with the wheat. ‘Let both of them 
grow together,’ says Matthew’s Jesus (13:30).” 
 
Williamson’s interpretation of the parable suggests that our mission is 
to spread life everywhere. It suggests there is no “us” against “them,” 
only “us,” all of us.  
The task of the church is to bring forth life everywhere, for everyone. 
 
We have to choose… 
Are we going to interpret the text in a way that always leaves someone 
out, that is good news for us and bad news for others, for the ones who 
don’t think like us or believe like us? Or will we interpret in a way that 
gathers people, that makes room for people who are more sinner than 
saint, that makes room for people like you and me?  
*This cartoon is one of my favorites lately. It’s Jesus talking to a group 
of people holding their Bibles. He says to them, “The difference 
between me and you is you use scripture to determine what love 
means and I use love to determine what scripture means.”  
I wonder how you see this parable. Who are you? Who is your 
neighbor? Who are we together? I look forward to figuring it out with 
you and to showing the world that love always wins. Amen. 
 
 


